the Chesapeake & Ohio Canal. Soon afterward, stone walls
were built on both sides of the road, according to custom.
The road was named for the African American community,
established c1866 at the road’s intersection with Whites
Ferry Road, near the Warren Historic Site. The southern
section of the road was rerouted sometime after 1879.
The one-mile, one-lane concrete section, laid in 1931, is
typical of the first roads paved for automobile use. Known
as politicians’ pig paths, these roads nearly always led to the
gate of a person with political influence and ended there.
Some local farmers have called them “milk roads” because
the farms along them were often dairies.
Montgomery County designated Martinsburg Road in
the Master Plan for Historic Preservation due to its clear
representation of the evolution of the road. Martinsburg
Road reflects its origin as a state road granted to farmers to
access larger markets for sale of their agricultural products
and its alteration to a one-lane concrete road due to the

emergence of the automobile. Unlike other roads in the
county, Martinsburg Road retains its character-defining
features (stone walls, tree canopy and concrete paving)
to express both periods of development.
Martinsburg Road has been designated as an
exceptional rustic road due to its high historic value,
outstanding views of agricultural features and natural
landscapes. It is one of the 99 roads currently in the
Rustic Roads Program, created in 1993 to preserve the
historic and scenic roadways that reflect the county’s
agricultural character and rural origins. These roads
are narrow, low volume, historic roads often with
outstanding natural features and vistas of agrarian
landscapes. Their histories reflect our county’s history
with trails and roads evolving to connect the locations of
fords and ferries, the coming of the C&O Canal, the B&O
Railroad and the growth of our hamlets and market
towns.

Second Annual Heritage Harvest 2019

LINDEN FARM
20900 Martinsburg Road, Dickerson
October 5, 2019 • 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Join us at Linden Farm for walks and talks about Martinsburg Road, a designated historic
resource and exceptional rustic road, and the Gothic Dairy Barn, which has undergone a
“green” renovation for use as a community gathering space.
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Site Plan of Laurence White Farm

Shed and Stone Wall at Barn Yard

The Laurence White Farm

In 1883, Benjamin Franklin White granted his son,
Laurence Allnut White, 250 acres from his neighboring
estate and 1,395 heads of livestock at the time of
Laurence’s marriage to Annie Belt. The Whites built a
Gothic Revival dwelling (burned in 1990) and outbuildings,
including the existing bank barn. The family raised
livestock and cultivated grain to amass substantial wealth.
After Laurence White retired in 1919, the property
changed hands before Walter Matthews purchased the
farm at public auction in 1932. Matthews operated three

dairy farms in the section of the county, built the Gothic
Dairy Barn on this site, and converted part of the farm into
a private park named Linden Farm. Montgomery County
purchased the property in 1980. The County Council
designated the property as part of the Master Plan for
Historic Preservation in 1992.

Martinsburg Road

The section of Martinsburg Road from MD 28 to Wasche
Road was established in 1838, following a petition of local
farmers and businessmen for access to local mills and to

Gothic Dairy Barn

Martinsburg Road

