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June 12, 2026 

 
 
 
 
Artie Harris, Chair  
Montgomery County Planning Board 
Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission  
2425 Reedie Drive, 14th Floor  
Wheaton, MD 20902 
 
RE: Data Centers in Montgomery County 
 
 
Dear Chairman Harris and Board Members:  
 
In accordance with the recently issued Executive Order No. 109-26, the Montgomery County Department 
of Permitting Services (“DPS”) provides the following guidance regarding Data Centers in Montgomery 
County and hereby informs the Board that any prior advice or interpretation regarding Data Centers is 
hereby superseded and should be disregarded.   
 
Under current County law, “Data Center” is not a use provided for in the County’s Zoning Ordinance. 
DPS has the authority to determine whether a proposed use not specifically listed falls within another 
listed use by determining whether the proposed use is similar in impact, nature, function, and duration. 
See Montgomery County Zoning Ordinance, Sec. 59-3.1.2.E. 
 
DPS has determined that Data Centers, as defined in Executive Order No. EO 109-26 
is a use not specifically listed in the Zoning Ordinance, does not fall within any listed use, and is not 
similar in impact, nature, function, and duration to any listed uses. Therefore, Data Centers are not 
currently approved uses in Montgomery County.  
 
Accordingly, DPS will not accept or proceed with any permit applications for a Data Center as defined in 
Executive Order No. EO 109-26 so long as it remains in effect.   
 

 
Rabbiah Sabbakhan 
Director, Department of Permitting Services 
 
  


