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We understand the recetitly convened “Monocacy Roundtable Discussion Group,”
charged with addressing perceived problems in projected enrollment at Montgomery
County’s rural schools (Poolesville Cluster), unanimously called for the creation of a
formal Rural School District policy. We also unanimously support the establishment of a
policy reaffirming Montgomery County’s commitment to its nationally acclaimed
Agricultural Reserve, and master plan for the preservation of farmland and open space.
Through support of, and strict, adherence to a written policy that promotes healthy
utilization of the County’s rural schools, the Board of Education can now provide
residents of the Ag Reserve assurances that officials have only spoken of in the past. In
fairness, a policy that formally acknowledges the necessarily low population density
surrounding these schools — as defined in the County’s master plan thirty years ago — will
finally pu: to paper a balanced commitment to the Ag Reserve and the special

consideration MCPS must apply to its rural schools.

Increasingly, our conslituents are voicing their clear desire for increased production of
local food, and stewardship of the County’s open spaces and parkland, 30,000 acres of
which is within the Reserve itself. Moreover, the Reserve’s long term success rests upon
the vitality of its historic rural and farming communities, The rural schools serve not only
as schools but also as the only available community centers- hosting sporting events,
seminars, health clinics etc. Holding these few rural schools to policies designed with
Montgomery’s predominantly suburban and urban population densities in mind could
resull in their unnecessary closure, a situation that would, without a doubt, undermine the

County’s carefully crafted and widely praised preservation.






